A PUNIC ARMY.
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with nations which knew little about them, of untold moral
value. If they lost their heads and turned, they might be
still more dangerous to their own friends. For this reason,
during the Second Punic War, their drivers carried mallet
and spike to kill them in case they should grow unmanage-
able or treacherous.

A Carthaginian army presented a singular aspect. In the
centre the heavy Cartha-
ginian or Liby-Phcenician,
Spanish or Gallic foot;
in front the Balacrean
slingers, light troops and
perhaps chariots; on the
flanks some heavy and
swarms of Numidian cav-
alry. The method in early
days was not unlike that
of the mobs of the Orient,
but grew better by imi-                        ep

tating Greek models. Still it was patched up of such di-
verse elements that it is a wonder that even a good general
could make it available.

The train consisted generally of beasts of burden, mules,
horses and beeves. In Italy, however, carts were often em-
ployed. The management of the trains in the days of Han-
nibal was extremely efficient, and at all times the trains were
of moderate extent.

The Carthaginian army was quickly moved because not
loaded down with baggage, nor consisting of much heavy ma-
terial. It could march long distances, and its light troops
preserved it from surprises. But these light troops at the-
same time devastated the country, making subsistence diffi-

of elephants they learned
